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PREFACE. 


HE followmg Sermons ts of an extraordinary Na- 
ture ; being Preached by the Reverend Au- 
thor, at the Performance of a publick Penance, enjoyn- 
ed to. ſeveral Criminals of his Pariſh. 
the Clergy would follow ſo good an Example, and do 


what im them lies to uphold the ſmall Remainders P 


ancient Diſcipline among us 3 it would bring more Heo- 


nour to our Church, and the Religion Eſtabliſhed among 


without regard to the” Prathſe of it. 

I. am not wiſenſuble, what ſcandalous Imputations our 
Eccleſaſtical Courts he under ; but 1 defire thoſe 
who are Concerned, to confuder, an how much better 
Reputation they might be, if the Management of them 
were more carefully lookd into, and brought to that 
Order which the Law of the Land Allws; and the 
ancient Canis, and common Rules of Juſtice and Equi- 
ty require. 4nd fmce thoſe Proſecutions are now taken 
off by Law, which made the loudeſi Noiſe and Cla- 
mour againſt them ; T hope we may let the World fee, 
that what Power is left in our Hands, is Employed 
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well. 
| But 1 fear there are ſome who had: rather have 
Faults continued, that they might ſtill ha've occaſun to 


complain, than uſe any Endeavours to Reform the Abu- 


ſes Committed in them. 


I know no Courts, but are liable to Abuſes ; but 


there. is a difference to be made, between ſuch as ariſe 


| Hom the WE nt Drdlars of the Court,, and ſuch which 


come only from the perſonal Faults of thiſe who are employ'd 
?n them. As to the former, the Methods of Proceeding in 
theſe Courts, are of as great Antiquity, at leaſt 5, as of any 
other Courts of greateſt Eſteem among us c The Eccle- 
fraftical Laws have the ſame Advantage of- Cuſtom and 


| long Obſervation, which any other Laws of the Land have ; 


| but as to the particular Proceedings of ſeveral Courts, the 
Rules are generally known, and certain, and agreeable 
to the Laws, and not left to any arbitrary Methods. But 
where the Faults lie only in the Perſons 5 T hope that up 
any juſt Complamnts, effeftual Care will be taken to Puniſh 
the Tranſereſſors, and toprevent the hike for the future. 


But the General, and moſt ſenfuble Complaint hath been, 


that Money”, which Governs the World too much, hath ſo 
great an Influence on theſe Courts... that any Criminal Offen- 
ders may be excuſed from. doing Penance, by a pecumary 


Commutation.. 


Whether 


fr the beſÞ Ends, viz. the Puniſhment of eyil 
Doers ; and the Encouragement of thoſe that do. 


yen for any Complaint of that Nature, 1s out of my reach to 


for it. Eſpecially, fmce by His Majeſties InjunCtions 
N. 17.. No Commutation of Penance is tobe made, 
but by expreſs Order and Directions of the Bi- 
ſhop himſelf; which ſhall bedeclared inopen Court. 
Ana I hope theſe InjunEtions will not be like new Laws 
made for Repairs of High-ways 3 which often leave thens 
ubad as they find them. If there have been ſcandalous Of- 
fenders, which through the Neglett of the Clergy, or the 
moper Officers have not been Preſcited, let the blame lie, 
where zt ought to do ; the Bcclefraſtical Courts have no Rea-- 
(an to be charged with other Mens Faults. | 
But I muſt ſay it for the Honour of the worthy Author: 

of theſe Sermons, that he tookcare to have the Court duly In- 

frmed of the Miſcarriages and Crimes Committed in his 

Pariſh : whereupon, . the Offenders, who performed the 
Penance, ſubmitted to the Sentence of the Court for it. 
Which was accordingly done in the moſt publick, manner ; 

ad he Preached a very ſeaſonable and uſeful Diſcourſe now 

Printed, relating to the Occaſun. And that it may an- 
wer the good Ends for which it was defyned, - is my hearty. 
Defire and Prayer. 


Worceſter, 4pr. 8. 97: 
Ed. Wigorn. 
GAL 


= Whether there hath been any juſt Occaſun former 5 on 


enquire 3 but 1 hope there hath not of late been any Cauſe. 
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Brethren, if any man be overtaken in a fault ; ye which 
are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one m the ſpirit of 
meekneſs : confudermg thy ſelf, leſt thou. alſo be temptcd.. 

Bear ye one. anothers burdens, and ſo fulfil the law 
of Chriſt, 


Lthough /dearly beloved,) I have cf late been 
deeply affected with Sorrow, and ſecretly Mourn 
ed, (as the Apoſtle upon occaſion of the. Ince- 
ſtuous Corinthians ſcandalous Sin, adviſeth rhat 
Church to do; 1 Cor. 5. 2.) for the late Forzications, and 
filthy Yncleanneſſes, that have been committed in this 
Neighbourhood,. by ſo many Perſons as are now juſtly. 
mder- Cenſure of the Eccleſiaſtical Fudicatory: yet am I, 
at laſt, (on the other ſide) not a little coxpforted, that my 
pood Adviſe to divers of the Criminals, who now ap. 
pear” before you, has. had ſo good efte, as to render them 
willing, notwithſtanding all the Diſcouragements, which 
have, I doubt, been given them by either their obſtinate 

Fellow-ſnners, or factious Diſſenters from this Church, and, 

It's Dzſcipline,) to: preſent themſelves here, - as Penitents,, 

to perform the” Pexance enjoyned them , and thereby, to. 

give me occaſion, to inſtruct you all ia thoſe-Points relating 
| to 
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*to this Exerciſe of Church-diſcipline, concerning which, | 
except upon {uch an occaſion, you might not have heard 
from- this Pulpit, and ſo, either through Ignorance, or 
prejudicated Opinion, have been Ted into unworthy Ap, 

$s concerning ir. Mo tr nh F 

And the Text I have choſen, I think, . will afford me 
Grounds ſufficient for the handliog, all the Heads, to which, 
on this Occaſion I intend to ſpeakr. Yo | 

: You may therefore herein obſerve theſe three Partics- 
Hars, | 

L.A Tapoſties, (that Chriſtian Brethren may be oterts- 
ken in ſuch Faults as render them like Members ont of joym, 
tin the Body of Chriſt, to which they belong : and ſo need(y 
prevent their farther Corrupticn, and danger of becoming Gaw 
grened, and in the Jſſue, cut off) the charitable Endeavours 
of their Fellows to ſet them in Foynt again.) For fo the 
Word (xaTzenGr) which we render (reſtore,) does 
import, S 

I. A poſitive Duty incumbent on the ref} of the Chri- 
ftian Brethren, (upon ſuch a Swppoſal, aftually coming to 
| paſs, in any Chriſtian Society :) to wit, (to #ſe all Chriſtian 
| Means they can, thus to reſtore ſuch diſlicated or diſabled 

Members to their former Soundneſs.) 

In order to the better performance of which Dazy, there 
are zwo Particulars *oblervable, under this Head in the 
Text. : 

I. The Deſcription of the Perſons who are to a& in this 
Charitable Work, (they that are Spiritual) which Phrale 
what it means, you ſhall be informed anon, when I come 

_ fo that Head. 

Secondly, The Aſſ/gnation of the manner how this ch 
| vitable Duty is to be performed (in the Spirit of Meekweſs.) 
| and that heightned to ſuch a degree of Compaſſion, as gives 
[: them a kind of fe/low-feeling in the pains thoſe FL 

| Atempert 


rd Members undergo, called(v.'2.) (bearing one anithers brudens,) 
or fl Thirdly, (and laſtly) two. proper Morives to induce them 
\p. | - 10 the Performance of this Dw%y, in the;»-anner directed. 


(I.) One, taken from a conflacrate. Senſibleneſs of com- 
mow humane Frailty: Hazarding the ſound Members to 
fall, and bruiſe themſelves at. one time or other, upon 
like Tertations as  occalioned? the Harms the faler 
” Brethren had reecived, ' And. herein *tis ſpecially remar- 
kable, that-the Apoſtle (by 'a kind of Apoſtrophe,) applies 
himſelf to each Particuiar. of the Spiritzua/ty, whom heex- 


my 
t, horts to this Charityz wiſbing every of them to coxſider 
1 his own Frailty, - and Danger thereby, in the Words, 
" (leſt thou alſo be tempted.) NN $3 

's5 (IT.) The. other, from the Obedience they owe to Chri/#, 
e and his Law, in a ſpecial manner, requiring this at their 


5 Hands : | So that «by thus Meckly and Compaſſianately 
taking part of their -Brethrens Burdens, they (fulfil the 
; lw of Chriſt,) 2 
A | Of all, which I intend to diſcourſe in order, 
, I. Ofthe Sxppoſition, which : is here laid down as the 
{8 Ground of the Dwy; which contains in it this DoFri- 
nal Truth. 

2 That true members of the body of Chriſt, are liable to be 
overtaken in ſwch fanlts, as may ſorely bruiſe and cruſh 
them, and render them, for the time they lie under the guilt 
and pain of them, like diſlocated Members in the natural Bray, 
and(do need to prevent their farther Corruption and danger of te- 
ingg angrened, and in the Iſſue cut off \ to need the charitable En- 
deavours of their Fellows, to ſet them in joynt again. 

" For to be a Saint, whilſt here below in this Eſtate of 
1mperfettion, does not diveſt any one totally of the Frail- 
ties of Hwminity, nor does the Seed of God in us that re- 
news our Nature, ſecure us from a Poſlibility- of ſinning 
altogether”; bur only from Sinning to Death,i, e. Sinning at 
that rate that hardned habitual Sinners do, which the ſame 
Apotle calls modiy © uagnae, _ denotes a profeſſed pra. 
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| #iſe of fin, which; by indiſpolition, 'bars the Door as to 
| Recovery by Repentance, and ;{o-makes a Man incapable 
of Pardon, as appears by comparing 1 Fohz 3. 8,9. with 
5:16, x7, 18. But as to. As of Sin committed. through 
Surreption and Surpriſe, by the over-prevalency of a v70- 
lent Tentation, not foreſeen” and*provided againſt, | he 
himfelf tells us, -that - whoever. denies ſuc Sins #0 be in 
him, or affirms that he- is -fo-Priviledged, as not to be 
capable of having ſo Sinned 5 he is 4: /1ar, deceiving him: 
ſelf with vain Notions of an #z#tfa/navie perfeition, and 
the Truth is not in him, Chap. '1, 8, 10. And indeed, 
if this kind of Sizleſ5neſs were attainable by | any one 
here, the Apoſtles Motive in the Text (ro induce the moſt 
Spiritual Men to Meekneſs,” in reſtoring fallen Brethrey, 
upon the conſideration of their own Frdilty,) would be 
to no'purpoſe; as to ſuch a Perſon, as pretends to it 5 
who might hence juſtifie his greateſt Zzſo/encies againit 
Offenders, as proceeding from oxe that by his Priviledge 
is exempt from that Conſideration, , on which the con- 
trary Duty is \prefled, He ſuppoſcth therefore here, that 
the holiet Man may be obnoxious to ſuch Falls, as un- 
foreſeen Stwmbling-blocks, laid in-his way, may occaſion : as 
the Word, (Te521p97) and myan]opan) in the Origina!, 
properly 1mport. TOs. $EW 

" And the uſe the Ypoftle here makes of this Dorine, - 
tbeſides that which he urges from it,' by way of A4zre 
to the Daty of the Text, which 1n it's proper place will 
come to be conſidered;) is to exerciſe every one to coz- 
fider himſelf, as thus liable to. Temptation ; and according- 
ly to be watchful, and look about him, (as Perſons in-a Gar- 
7iſon,beleaguered by an Enemy, are wont to do, about all 
their Line, to ſee where the Fortifications are weak, and 


7 *in ſuch places to ſet the ffronger Guard; which is the 


rue notion of the word (oxo741) in the Text ;) where he 
lies open to a Temptarion, and fortifie the weak part a- 
| | | | gainſt 


= US] 
oainſt Sat4ns Stratagems, and devices, that he gef av zd- 
vantage over him, 2 Cor. 2. Il. 
Ang upon this /wpprſition, (the firſ# thing obſervable in 
the Text) 1s built the ſecord, which we are now to en- 
ter upon. 2 | 
H. The .Daty incumbeat - upon the Brethren, (the reſt 
of the Church,) in the ſuppoſed Cale, when any of them 
is overtaken in 4 Fanlt , to wit, that they are. to (reſtore 
fuch an ores) that is, (as 1 before told you,) to ule, . (on 
their parts,) all Chriſtian means that the wonnded Mem- 
ber may be reduced to ſoundae(s again: and fo capable of 
performing the D#ty incumbent on him, and enjoying the 
Benefits, and comfortable Priviledges belonging to him, 
upon the account of his Xemberſhip 1n that holy Society ; 
and for which, his preſent wounded Condition dilables him. 
For indeed, foul falls do both ways 4iſable a Church-mem- 
ber, more, or leſs, according to the different Circum- 


ſtances he is under, 7. e. as his Crime 1s either ſecrer, or 


pablick ; known only to ſome oxe, or ſome few or note- 
rious to the generality of thole he converſeth with; and, 
as, (if 1t be notorious,) it 1s either before the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Fudicatory, or not: And /aſtly,: as, (ifit be under their 
Cognizance,) it either 1s, or is not, advanced -{o far as to 
Judgment, and Sentence. And according to theſe, and 
other Circumſtances of the Criminad; fo are the Endea- 
vours' to be made uſe of for his Reſtitution» to he varied. 
And that both as to the Perſons, who are employed in 
that charitable Work, in their ſeveral Capacities and 
Stations ; and the manner how they .are to act in order to 
the Accompliſhing it. And both rheſe, are to be found in 
the Text allo, as I before told you. | 
1. The Perſons wwho are thus to endeavour the Offen- 
ders Reſtitution, are here called (mwyamsi) which we ren- 
der, (ye that are ſpiritual.) But it is ſtill a 
whom the Apoſtle means by this Compellation * 
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Queſtzon , 
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In Anſwer whereunto, I ſhall not © confine my ſelf 
to any of the particular Notions' of differing Threrpreters ; 


but .make uſe' of them all, ſo far as they will 'admit of a 


Senſe, as I apprehend 'moſt agreeable' to the deſign of the 
Apoſtle. 

1. Firſt,.' then, I ſuppoſe, 'the Word (mwwenrs),) here 
uſed, mayan a general Notion, include al ' the ſound Men- 


Lers of the Chnrch,' who are; 1n their ſeveral "Stations to 


bear a part in this charitable Office. For the Church, 
being (in St. Peter's Phraſe, 1 Per. 2. 5.\4 ſpiritual Houſe, 
&r Temple, I know not, 'why every ſtone, or rafter of it, 
may not partake of the Notion of Spiritnality, eſpecially 
ſeeing the ſame pole does' there: call alt Chriſtians not 
only lively ſtones, but (in-a fenie) an holy Priefthiod, to 


-offer up to Goa ſpiritual Satrifices, 


And indeed, there is no Member of the Church, but 
when the Fault of any Fellow-member comes to his no- 
tice, he. is obliged to contribute, -as he lawfully may in 
his Station, his Endeavours to 're/#ore him: for no Man 
is to ſaffer Sin upon his Brother, it it lie in his way to 
remove it, Lev. 19. 17. For todootherwile, is, (in Gods 
own Interpretation) to hate him in bis Heart, whom he 
ſees dangeroufly wounded, and' yet, (as the Prie/ and Le- 
vite, in our: Saviours Parable, Luke 10. 31, 32.) goes on 
the other ſide of the way, and lets him'/ie, and: periſh for 
wantr-of help. 

2.) There 1s: yet a' more reſtrained notion of the Word 
(mwpal}) which will allo very well fute the deſign of 
the Text, and the State of the Galatian Church; and that 
is that which diſtinguiftheth the embers of the Church, 
who are, in ſome reſpeCt, more Sprritnuat from others, who 
are (in compariſon to them,) elſewhere called 'Carza!, and 
Babes in Chriff, 1 Cor. 2. 15. and 3. 1, And'ſo, (ſeeing 
all the Members of the Church are not alike in Xnowledpe, 
Gifts, or Graces 5) they that excell in any of theſe, (or 

| think 
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Medicaments, than their izferionr Brethren,” For the 4po-, 
fe tells us, that all theſe Gif7s wherein one Chriſtian 
excells another, are. beſtowed, (not to capacitate them to 
vaunt and magnifie themſelves, and, conteman others, who in 
thoſe reſpets are-inferiour to: them.3). but, tliey, are all gi- 
ven - to profit withal, 1 Cor. 12.7. And that. the em- 
ploying of them in a -way of Charity, 15. the moſt: excet- 
lent way, wherein they may- be made uſe of, 7. 31. of 
the ſame Chapter. + But. alas /. it 1s a thing to be muck 


lamented, that ordinarily, (from the Gnoſtiiks. downwards 


to theſe days,)Periuns,; who moſt: pretend-.to be extraor- | 
dinarily gifted, (though. indeed, they excel only- in a few 

new Phraſes,  volubility of Zanguage, and impudent, Bold. 

neſs, &c.) inſtead ofp charitable? reſtorime their disjoynted. 
rethren, moſt uncharitably reduce. them inro erroneous 

Opinions, and rend the Boay of- Chriſt 1gto divided Fans, 
and ſeparated Societies , gathered (too many of them) out 

of the moſt Jezorant, and Yicious of the Church, they ſe. 
parate' from 5, . whoſe: ſpiritual wounds they heal lightly, by. 
perſwading then), that to become their Proſe/izes, will. 
ſufficiently attone for all former Crimes. | 


3. But then, (zhirdly,) becauſe whatever Applications 


private Perſons make in kindnels to their wounded Neigh- 
burs, may poſſibly be inſufficient to effe& a Cure, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of a 5skilful Chyrurgeon; therefore, I 
muft tell you, that rhe word Spiritus/, here, does yet ad- 
J it alſo of a moſt reſtrazzed. Sexe, to. wit, as it denotes 
thoſe, whoſe Calling and Employment, is converſant in ſpiri- 
tual things , that are the Teachers, Guides, Paſtors, and 
Rwlers of the Church. . Including all, from the Apoſtles 
downwards, who are inveſted with thoſe Offices, 1n or- 


&r to the good of their Souls and. Spirits. of Men com-, 
mitted 
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think they ao, nv. the Phraſe of Ch. 14, 37.), are more. 
eſpecially 'obliged to. this charitable Office, ag. being, ., or . 
ſuppoſed to-\/be furniſhed with. greater ſtore .of , ſpiritual. 
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- mitted to their Charge. "And to #heſe' only, do ſome:ve;. 
ry Learned and Reverend Commentators (though I think 


they are therein too arrow, a5 intimated before) reſtrain 
the Senſe of this word in the Text. / ' dh . 

And yet 1concur ſo far- with them ; as to think theſe 
principally meant 3 partly, becauſe, in the apoF#olical Times, 
the Chariſmata, or ſpecial *Gifts of the Spirit, were maſt 


plentifully poured out 'upon' them , and ſo. many of them; 


as are neceſſary for the Condut#' of the Church, inall Ages 
ſince, have accompanied that holy Calling, to that 
degree, as has been thought ſufficient to .dendminatethem 
the Spirirnalty, in diſtinftion from the Texporalty, in' the: 
efteem of all Chrif#zans ; till the. Papacy abuling the Name, 
render'd it leſs grateful to the ears of thoſe, who. thook 
off that Toke in the Reformation : And partly, becauſethis 
very 77wua rexirul > in the Text, or Spirit of Meck- 

neſs, lo requiſite to the reſtoring diſlocated Members, is but 

once more uſed in the whole New Teſt. and there joyned 

-with the p25 &., or Rod of Correftion, as attributed to the: 
ApoFle, in his managery of the Corinthian Church, x Cor. 

.4. 21, and /a#ly, becauſe we find the word Spiritnal, 'ap- 
plied to thoſe extraordinary Perſons in the Church, which 

were called Prophets, and made uſe of, as equivalent, in 
common uſe, theretoz as in the 0/7 Teifament, in Hl. 

9. 7. and I Cor. 14. 37. In the New. 

And this Daty, all that are in any Eccleſiaſtical Station, 

_ .are (according to the Tr#/# Repoſed in them,) to mind, 
in reference toall committed to your 7»ſpefion : and, are 0- 
lemnly engaged thereunto, in this Church of England at their 
Ordination : they are to: preach the word ;, to be inflant in 
ſeaſin, and-ont of ſeaſon'z to reprove,"' rebuke, \exhoxt, with 
all long ſuffering, and aoffrine. 17 Tim, 6. 2. and by the 
Rubrick before the Communion, are allowed'to exerciſe ſome 


Power of Diſcipline, with due deference to the Biſhop, in 


caſe of ſcandalous Offenders. And indeed, hereof we. are 
| {ure, 


Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt has made them Overſeers, 


L wo " 
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them derived by. Ordination to the {ucceſlive Paſtors, and 
iwlers of the Churches Planted by them : fo it hath al- 
ways, till of late Years, been exerciſed by Biſhops : (the 
whole Current of Antiquity. giving us abundant Proofs 
hereof , © as to Matter. .of Fa@t,) who in many. Caſes, 
ated therein alone :; but in the moſt weighty Matters, were 
aſbſted by, and acted with a Presbytery, But of a Preſ- 


hrery acting without, (and much leis againft) the. Biſhyp, . 


eſpecially in inflictiag Chnreh cenſures: I think, (except 
in Schiſmatical Churches) the greateit Allertors af Preſbytea 
ry can hardly give us:one Inſtance. And to thoſe, who 
xe thus intruſted with _Ecc/eſ1aſtical Authority, it belongs, 
in the Name of Chriſt, and with his Power, (in the Apo + 
fles Phraſe, x Cor. 5. 5.) to determire finally, the Cales of 
ſnaalons Offenders, and by Church-cenſures to proceed a> 
rainſt them, (either in order to 7hezr Recovery, in caſe 
they be 7zxcerable, or in order to the Preſervation of the 
church, both in its Health and Repuration, 1n caſe they be 
apparently zrrecoverable ,) with more or leſs Severity, _ 
And there is a ſtronger Oblizatioa lies upon them, than 
upon all the ref of the Church, to lay themſelves torth: 
to the utmoſt extent -of their Ability and Power, in the. 
purſuance of ſo good a Work. To wit, the T7u# Repo-: 
kd in them, by owr Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 5 who 
(on the account thereof) P concerned to watch for their 
Peoples Souls, 4 they that nithſt give anaccount. And they - 
are Paſtors, (even ſuch as are.of the higheſt denomina- 


tion). only. under him, the chief” Shepherd, and Biſhop of 


Souls, 1 Pet. 2. 25, And therefore, to them 1t. belongs; 
to uſe ail means they can; to ſect out, and reduce to 
the Fold-all /fraying Sheep, and to heal the wounacd of that 


OF 


ſure, that'the chief Powerof Church-diſcipline, as, it was at firlt* 
committed . to the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Meny and by 
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lig=nire; *or Biſbops 5 that having diſcharged their Duty herein, wholh | 


AA. 10. 23-48 ehrjef Shepherd ſhall appear, they may receive 4 Crown of Gloryfh 
11e+:4.' And if they be zegligent therein, and the "Sheep perij 


through their Default; there is a ſad Doom: pronounced 
in the Propher Ezek. 34. 4, 5, 6. &%. very applicablenl} 


them. ; j . R «6h 
To which 041ig ation of Truſ?, there is alſo, (inreference 


to their particular Charges) another of Re/ation.'- Forthelll 


Pa#ors, in ſuch a' Caſe, 'are Fathers to their 'People, and 
they reciprocally, to them their Children, 2 Cor. 12. 14, 
Gal. 4. 19. 1 Fohn 2, 2, 4. 4. &c. and therefore are they 
obliged to ſuch Texderneſs towards them, as obligeth 
them to take care of them, when ſich, or ' wounded, 1; 
Fathers axe wont to do towards their yataral Chil. 
Aren, | 
And thus have I ſhewn you, who thoſe [pirit#al Ones are, 
to whom-ir belongs co reftore fallen, and wounded Brethren: 
and withal told you, that they are not all to perform itn 
"the ſame Methods: but each fort of: them, as their ſation 
m the Myſtical Body of Chriſt © capacitates them there: 
unto. | | 
And indeed, it is ſo in the vatural Body allo, according 
to which the A4poZ/e modules the Regulation of the ſpiri- 
al Body, in the chapter before quoted, 1 Cor, 12, 27. wherein 
he tells us, that in 49h, there are way cx jplpss, Mem 
bers (as we read It) #» particular, 1. e, each affigned to 
its particular Office : and yet, in thoſe diitingn:;jhed Stations, 
and Offices, they have, or ought to have the ſame Cart 
. one, for amither, (v. 25.) 1. e. alike, and joyntly, to aſlil 
for the good" each of other. - And as (to apply it to. the 
preſent Caſe) if the leaſt*Tve, in (the /oweſt part) the Fot, 
be wourded,-or pained in any kind, every other :2/exber 
15 concerned to aſſiſt ' the Cure : the ſonzd Leg offers it 
ſelf to ſupport the wounded one, /ifted up by its concurrenth' 
Motion s, and /ajid on it, that it may-in the eaſieſt poFure 
| | # 


| be. preſented to. the Ze, .and Hend, th view in what _ 


State-it- is, -agd apply proper Remedies thereyato 3, and the 
'very Head,:. Shoulders, Neck, Back, and Bulk of the Boay, 
contra3Rt/;themſelves into a, narrower Compaſs to, facilitate 
the care: fo. ſhould. it be in the my#ical Body of Chrift : 
every..other, 3dember, in its fraper place, ought to do 
whatbelongs.:theretg.; toaſlilt the Reirutiox of che Di(a- 
.bled one: to its proper \Seundneſi, and thereby reſtore the - 
whole! Body, touts due State of 7ntegrity. KEEP | 
And accordingly, (1) thoſe of. the Spirituality, in the 
lowez# Notion (according to our former Partition,) even 
the meanef Members of this ſpiritual Body, are, as (by re- 
lation, mutual. Dealing, Acquaintance, and freedom of Con- 
cerſation,:they have Qpportunities offered them,)” to ob- 
ſerve what is amils in each. other, and by ſeaſonable .44- 
monitions, and Reproofs, to endeavour the Reformation 
thereof, in a prevare Way; and when that will not do, 
to acquaint others, whom the Offenders are more likely 
to be. influenced by, of .their. 34iſdemeanours , and, as they 
ſee: theſe Endeayours diſappointed by obſtinate Jncorrigi- 
blenefs, and Crimes grow more Scaxaalous and [nfeFiows ; 
to ſhew their.diſlike of them, by leſſening their 1nrima- 
cies, and. Familiarities of Converſation with them: and 
(laſt of..all,) to. apply themſelves to the Officers of the 
particular Society. of Chriſtians. to whom they belong, that 
they. may, ,in their particular Places, and Subordinations, 
uſe their: Power to Rec/aim, and Reform them. _ 
;(2.), And thoſe ſpir:1#4l Ones (in the ſecond Notion be- 
fore-tmentioned,): who are, or are eſtcemed to be, beyond 
the ;Community. of Chriſtians, in Parts, and Gifts, or 
by. Education. Quality, gr, Degree, capable of doing more 
Good by their Influence than, others; are to take all occaſio- 
nal. Advantages, which .Providence offers them, (eſpecial- 


. ly. among their Equals, and thoſewho have any more then 


ordinary Deference for. them, or Depexdance upan them,) 
CN : Co | to 


ro ame, and' put out of Commrenitatce; bold and daring nm-. 
_ plery, of tmmorality :* atid eſpecially, if, (to all other Ad- 


both - preſerve 


'vantapes before-mentioned,) they have any part of lepal. 
Authority - Annextd, toemploy that, as far as it will extend 
to thoſe holy Ends; and withal, rendring their Endeavours. 
in that Kind, more Efficacious, by their own . exemplary 
Piety ahd Yertne, and laſtly, by Countenancing, and En- 
couraging thoſe in Erileſiaftiral authority), to the utmoſt. 
of their Power, tb the doing-of their Duty, that: by their 


joyrit Concurrence, the greateff Offenders may, (as well as. 


. the meant) be brought under thoſe due ethods of Cure, 


ig. reference to their ſpiritual /Diſtempers. | 

(3) And /aftly, thoſe who' by office in the Church, are 
(as I before told you). moſt peculiarly. Entituled to. 
'the Denomination of ſpiritual Perſons in the Text, are, 
(when all other Means have beemx uſed, and prove inef- 
feaual,) toput the Jaſt Hand, to this Holy and Charita-. 
ble Work, in their 'Church-judicatories: 'to call Criminals 
before them, when they come to their Notice by regu- 
lar, 1#fo+mation, and Preſentment , or otherwiſe, to examine 
their, Fas with their. particular aggravating, or leſſening. 
Circumſtances: 'and_ upon full Examination, Authorita- 


_ tively to Admoniſh and Exhort, and Reprove them, and fi- 


nally to paſs Juzement, and by the Cenſureof the Church, to 
Proſeeute them, either. to therr Amendment, by enjoyning. 
them ſuch penritemial Ackyowledgments of their ' Crimes, 
as may teſtifie their Repezrarce for them, ſatsifie the Church 
for the Scadal given by them, and (by the Sorrow and: 
Shame which they . have occaſioned; them to aundergo,) 
emſelves from relapſing into the ſame, 
or like Sits, and orhers by their Examples; from ſuch - 
Courſes: and if rhey ſhall obſtinately refuſe ſuck a Saluri- - 
ferus Penance 3 to proceed tothe greater, or lefler Excommuni- 
«ation, as the Degrees of 'thetr ; Obſtinacy deſerve. And 


_ Zafily, upon their returning to a better Mind, '(in caſe thoſe 


- Methods - 


Methods, through Gad's Grace, reduge them;) togran 


them A/ſolution in the Name of Chriff, and his Church, , 
and- thereby, to /-oſex thoſe they have hound, to fargiue 
them, reſtore ther to the Communion of the Church, and 
-ronfirm their Love to them, in the Senſe of thole Sqxipy 
ture Expreſſions,.uled to that purpoſe, 2datth. 16, Ig, If, 
18. Fohy 20, 23, 2 Cor. 2. 7, 8. KC. 

And thus having ſhewed you all, how far you are coq- 
cerned, in, and by what ears, and Methods, you, and 
all others are to perform your and their Parts, in refe- 
rence - to ſo Chriſtian a Duty; I think, the moſt proper 
uſe: of all this Diicourle that we can make, is, 

I. To refle# with holy Grief, upon the great . Defects 
1n point of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline z ordained, by our S4ui- 
our, for To Great and Holy an End, which at this Day, 
all Chriſtian Churches lie yader, and the great Danger of 
ſo many Souls in them, for want of ſafficient Remedies 
againſt the Di/fempers and Diſeaſes they are expoſed to, 
and too often over-rax withal, There being hardly any 
Church in the World, that fince the Ceſſation of Miracles, 
(which kept the World in Awe by the Atteſtation they 
gave of the dzvine Authority, backing the Cenſ{ures of the 
Church, withz dreadful Executions of obſtinate Offenders) ever 
attained to that i#trinſick Power, as to be able to ſtand 


. on its own Legs; but has been fain to call in the Cvi/ 


Magiſtracy to its Aſliſtance : (and in moſt-places) has too 
unhappily purchaſed its Afliſtance, with the conſiderable 
leſſening of its Orthodoxy, Unity, or Revenues and Di- 
minution of its original Authority, to accommodate the 1x- 
zereſts of particular States and Kingdoms. 

2. Earneſtly to deſire (as our Church Profefieth to do) 


that the godly Diſcipline of the Primitive Church, of putting 


all who are Convidtea of notorious Sin, $0 open Penance, were 
7n its original Perfeftion reflored again, in order to the 


oreat Ends there mentioned; Zhat the Criminals being 
| C 


2 Pg- 


of 'the Lord ; and that others Admoniſhed by their Example, 
may be the more afraid to offend. And Jjuch Deſires, ex- 
prefied in our earneſt Prayers to God, it may be hoped, 
.-miy induce him, in time, to make a// the Kingdoms of 
the Earth (in this reſpett) the Kingdoms of the. Lord, and 
his Chriſt, according to that prophetical Promiſe, Apoc. rr, 
15« the means of fultilling whereof, and the Times and 
Seaſons wherein it is to be Accompliſhed, have filled the 
Chriſtian World with ſo many Diſprtes, from the Times of 
the firſt Chiliafts, down to our Dayes ; and ſo many irregular 
Attempts of 1ndiſcreet, and ſometimes furious Zeal to Accom- 
pliſhit. and we have another comfortable Promiſe, applicable 
to that purpoſe, that, when the: Zozds Time fall come to 
build up his Zion, he will appear in his Glory, and' not def- 
piſe, but regard the Prayer of his deftitute Church, &c. P. 
FO2. I6, Mo | 
3. And to the utmoftof our Power, to preſerre, and keep 
in exerciſe ſo much of it, in the mean time, as yet remains 
* $0 US, In this gexeral Decay; which though (throvgh the 
tndulgence of our Laws, it reach nor all Offendors3 yet) 
s ſufficiently aſſiſted by them, to redreſs, if well follow- 
ed, moſt notorious Immorat.ties; or at leaſt, to render 
them fo #neaſie to thoſe that are guilty of them ; that-tis 
much our: Fault, that they dare appear ſo Open-faced in the 
ſight of the Sun, as they daily do, So that, (in this Caſe, at 
leaſt,) it muſt needs be highly unreaſonable, for the qua- 
relſome Diſſenters from our Church, to impute the aboun- 
ding of ſuch Crimes to the Church-conſtitution , and from 
thence tv frarae colourable Excuſes for their Separations from 
it ; when z#bey themſelves, would they joyn with us ef- 
feQtually, for the Proſecution of them, might ſoon remove 


that Sceaydal out of the way; which I am afraid, (whate-- 


ver they pretend) too many of them are ſecretly willing 
thould continue there,. for the carrying on of —_—_ 


of 


Paniſped- in this world, their Souls may be ſaved in the Day | 


wnw_ 
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of their. own, | to which they find the Prejudices t 
raiſed ſoServiceable. RE 


See”. RS RE oi to Meets 


hence. 


$A 4 


But (to ſhut -up this Head) if we cannot herein get 
their hearty Afiſtances, 'who ſtand divided from us; let 


thoſe of us, at leaſt, who profeſs to own parochial Commur- 
nion, (and eſpecially the Officers of thele Churches legally 
Conſtituted,) . rather chooſe (with Moſes) to land alone in 
the Gap, _ then endanger the breaking in'of God's Wrath 


upon us, for ſuffering our Laws, io faras they will extend, 


to ſleep, in ſo general an /nundation of licentions Debauchery : 
Let us, (after private Ad4mmnitions and Reproofs,tryed.in vain, 
by warning the Unruly,) make faithful Preſentments of Incor- 
riatble Offenders tothe Eccleſiaſtical Fadicatories ; that they 
may either be Reſtored to a ſounder Conſtitution, and better 
Converſation, by pu-lick Penance, or the Church rid of them, 
(both as to Infection, and Scandal) by Excommunication, 

2. And thus much ſhall ſuffi:e, to be ſpoken of th e Duty 
here enjoyned ; and the Perſozzs who are to performit; and 
what their ſevera/ Parts are, whercin they muſt contributeto 
ſo good a Work: So that there now reſts on:y (on this 
Head) the 144-zer how they. are each.of them to dilcharge it, 
to be conſidered: and that is (zz the Spirit of Meekneſs.) as 
follows in the Text, (he that is overtaken ina fault, muſt be 


23. 


1 Thiſſ 


14. 


reflored, & mink TexiTul Go) in a meek manner, by thoſe that ' 


undertake the Cure, For the Explication of which Phraſe, 
you muſt know, 1 That. Tegozy, the Yertne here recommen- 
ded, and rendred, Meekne[s-; is, (as Moraliſts define it,) 2 


' Vertue, which Checks, and keeps within due Bounds of Modera- 


tion, the otherwiſe unruly Paſſi!ns of Anger and Revenge z and 


renders thoſe wild-beaſtlike Emotions of Mans Soul, Tegxcic or 


zanze 5 which is the proper Notion of the Greek word. 
2/35. That this moral Vertue, as itis improved by divine 
Grace, becomes a Fruit of the Holy Spirit, and is mentioned as 


| ſuch, by our Apoſtle inthe Chap. next preceeding this, Gal. 5. 
. 29: V. 23. And hence, 1a#erpreters ordinarily are apt to derive 


the 


- Fſal. 106. || 
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Text ; fo, that the Spirit of \ Afeekneſs, in this Notion, 
meansonly ſuch a Meekzeſs, as is the Frait of the Spirit. 

But I think-rather, the realon of joyning (Spiriz) to: (Meeks 
peſs) here, is rather to be terched trom parallel Phraſes, in the 
Old Teſtament, and lo is an Hebraiſm, as many other Forms 
of Speaking are, in the New Teſtament. Now the Hebrens 
frequently ule, to expreſs any vehement Impulſe, or ſtrong and 
frequent Propenſion of the Mind, to {uch or ſuch a thing, by 
the Name of the Spirit thereof. Thus (in evil things) is the Spis 
rit of Fealouſie, uſed for a ſtrong and vehement Fealonſie, Num, 
5: Ih. A Spirit of whoredomes, -for a vebement Inclination to 
Whoredomes. Hol. q» 12. A Spirit of artepſieep, for a cont. 
anal lethargical Pripenſion. Iſ. 29. 10. and (in good things al. 
ſo) a Spirit of Underſtanding, Job 20. 3. and Judgment, 1. 
4+ 4. and Connſel, awd the 'Fear of the Lord, 11. 11. 3. (not 
excluding the Original of them, as deriving themſelves from 
the Spirit of God,) connote, the powerfw!, and plentiful Opera- 
tions of them. 

A Spirit of Meekneſs, then in the Text, (according to 
this Notion,) denotes a ſtrong Inclination to, and a large Pro- 
portion of Meekneſs, upon ſuch Occaſions, exerciſed towards 
fallen Brethren, for your Reſtitution, poſſeſſing, and ſtrongly 
influencing the Spirits of thoſe who go about ſo Charitable a 
Work, which by paſſionate Applications, would be retarded, 
as a Pound in the Boay, by too rigid Handling, 15 oftentimes 
the longer e'er it be Cured. 

3. Thar the 2eetneſs, the Spirit whereof is here recom- 
mended, is not to be underſtood in a ſir: philoſophical Senſe, 
as it is confined to the Regulation of the Paſſions of Anger and 
Retengeonly; but 1n a /arger Notzon, as it lays Reſtraints al- 
ſo'on thole of Pride and Comtem}t of others: And ſoit in- 
cludes in its Compals, thoſe excellent Qua/aties that follow, 
that is, (fir/f) of Patience, in undergoing the greateſt Evils 
from Gea, as owning that wedeſerve worſes and #thankfulnds 
for the leaſt Mercies, as judging our ſelves unworthy of 
Se | | them. 


-thereaſan of this annexing (Spirit) to (Meckneſs): inthe 


them; (2) modeft Submiſſion ta our Svperiours, among Mex ;- 
thering their. Lewful, and caxataly interpreting their dubious 
Commands. (3\all obliging Kindzeſs, and reſpoitful Civilities to 
ek» Four Equals, rather preferring them in Honour, then contend-  - | 
he Fling with them for Pand#/io's of that Nature, om. 12. 10, | 
ms E Eſpecially, if they be: good Men: it much becoming the . | 
ws meek Soul, (with St. Pant) to look on himleif, as /eſs ther the | 
nd Wes of Saints. Eph. 3: 8.-and if they be had, to eſſen their 
by crimes, in ballance with our own, and (by his Example) re- 
pj Mfctingon our ſelves as chief of Sinners, 1 Tim. I. 15.(4) Kind- | 
D, WW, and Mifdly and Prudently taking notice of their Fawlts; | 
to Wand 74king it £ixdly from them, when they 1n like manner 
t+ Wicke notice of onrs, and reprove us for them 3 (5) not rejoycing, | 
{. Ethough they be our Enemies;" inany lll they do, or ſuffer, k 
i, Wi Cor. 13. 6, (6) not haſtily quareliing them for /1ttle | 
Xt Wnjorics, and being ready to recerve, and give moderate Sa * | 
n. Biif44#ioz for ſuch, on etther (ide. | 
- | 7- And/aftly, towards I»feriours, ſhewing our ſelves Ac- | 
wſible, and Treatable to the Meaneſt of them : and being. | 
0 ready, on juſt Occaſions, to do them all Offices of Humazity, | 
- BorChri/tianitys never opprefling them by our Power or Parſe ; 
$ Woorin any Caſe, Tyranrnically uling the Advantages we have 0- 
7 Wer them , or with a contemptuous /mperiouſneſs, provoking 
2 Wibem- to wrath, Eph. 6. 4.and moderating Threatnings,cand Cor- 
» Britons) by what is Fuſt and Equal, v. 9. and Col. 4. I. yeaif 
5 Mchidren, or even Saves to us, (as molt Servants were, when 
the 4poſtle gave theſe DireFions, but now mentioned.) 
- 8 Andby theſe, and thelike ae2ſures, (inthe Caſe of an. 
, ifcnding- Brothers Reſtitution) are all to ſhew this Yertue. 
| | 1. Even Eccleftaſtical Officers, that have the pz&3@», or 
- rid,” are not to uſe italways, norindeed, ever when Lenity 
vill prevaz/; butrather, (as the 4pofile intimates he defired,.. 
 £icor. 4.21.) toreclain Offenders with the ſpirit of Meckme(s : 
and when their 04/»acy calls for it, to lay on that Rod moſt er.31.30-" 
leverely, and 'withal, to ſhew with how much «willing- 
ſs they are forced to it-, . and that their father!y m : 
els - 
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pronounce Sentence, (as the Apoſile doth againſt the irregulat 
walkers among the Philippians, ch. 3, 18, 19.) whea he daclar 
eth them Ezemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and denounceth theDx 
fruition from God impendent over them) with compaſſionit 
Tears, or equivalent Indications of Condelenty, - ' 1” |: 
2. And with a Spirit much of the fame Temper; ſhoull 
all other Chriſtians carry themſelves, -1n' the ſeveral *Circun 
ſtauices, wherein their Brethren's falls come! under their r 
rice. If their Crimes be only Privare, their Jdmonitions and 
Reproofs arc tobe ſo too 3 and thoſe managed: with all 
dejt,* Kind, and diſcreet Deportment,. and Language Propotti 
onable ; and patiertly reiterated again, and again, with: fuch 
a Lorg-ſuffering as God uſes towards us, to bring us to Repen 
F$axce, 2 Pet. 3. 9. - 
And if; atlaſt, we are enforced by our Duty to maketh 
Crimes more known, by calling in the 4/itance of others 
-not to do it Reſbly, and in a Pſion, | but Deliterately, an 
with that Gradation which our Saviour. commands' us to þ 
ſerve, Mar. 18. 17.and when it comes in the Iſſue, to theiCer 
ſare of the Church, and the Offenders are by juſt Penance 
poſed to publick Shame, we are not to entertain them(in ſod: 
«ng before us, and the Congregation) with Countenances, ant 

- Carriages, importing Lightzeſs, and Frothineſs of Spiri 
much leſs, with Feers, Flouts, or Reproaches, in' word or 6 
ſtare : but with a Serious and compoſed Gravity'of Spirit; ui 
Demeanour through the whole Aion, fuch as' may. (peak 
pitiful and compaſſionate SpetFators of fo fad a Seve, 'an 
withal devout Aſſiſtants of them, and the Congregation. in oi 
 conjoyned Prayers for them: and laſtly, when the 4: | 
over, and-they Authoritatively Reſtored to the Peace of ti 
 Charch, and Re-admitted to the Communion of that holy Soc 
ety, we ought to-be 'ready.to Re-admit them alſo iinto'0 
particular Afeions, and with all brotherly Kindneſs toE 

- brace them, to grve them the right Hand of Fellowſhip, to we 


els (as' Goals towards Ephraim) are. troubled for them; it | 


come them againinto Chrifts Fold, from whence they frazed: 


and thence forward no more to remember their former Fail- 
ings 3 and much leſs, to Reproach them with, and caF# in their 
Teeth thoſe Crimes, which they have by their Pexitence, waſh- 
ed away, For ſuch a Carriage, in ſuch Caſes, is both 17man- 


bh, andUnchriſtian. Unmanly, as that whichis ;nconſitent with 


2:04 Breeding ,> in the Judgment of all cir4l Soczeties; and 
much more U»cbriſtian, as that which dire&ly breaks one 
of Chriſt's great Commands of mutual Forgiteneſs, Eph. 4. 32. 
Col. 3. 12, 13. and upon the Nox-performance whereof, Our 
very Pardon from God himſelf, is Su{pexded.. Mit.6.14. Mark 
11.25,26,Nay more,our very Prayers are denied Acceſs to him 
for Pardoz to our elves; we not being warranted to ast it, 
but on that Condition. Matr.- 6. 12. 


but alſo ſets us che juſt Meaſure of Performance, even the 
Example of our Heavenly Father. and our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
Eph. 4. 32. before quoted. Wherein we are enjoyned to 
forgive, 45 God for Chriſt's ſake bath forgiven us: And how 
that is; the Scripture in many emphatical Forms of Speech tells 
us: Towit, by blotting out our Tranſereſſions, and not re- 
reembring our Sins. Il. 43. 25. Forgiving our [niquity, and re- 
membring our ſin no more. Jr, 31. 34, And caſting all our ſins 
into the depths of the ſea. Mic. 7. 19. Andbehind his back, (ſo, 
as never to look on them any more.) If. 38. 17. Yea ſo, as 
(ſuppoſing they ſhould be ſought for) thenceforward, never 
to be wg Jer. 50. 20. &*, 

$5 that, in effect, he that Reproacheth his Broth-y in this 
Caſe, does indeed curſe bim/elf, when he prays God 7o for- 
eive him, as he forgives. | 

II. And thus I have diſpatched.the main Thing,T intended 
on this Occaſion to Proſecute; to wit, (the D»ty of Reſtoring 
our fallen Brethren with the Spirit of Meekneſs.) I have only 
remaining, to touch in a few Words, the #:w9 Motives which 
the Apoſtle here urgeth, to induce us to perform ir in the 
manaerPreſcribed : after which, (with a few Words relating 
to the Occaſton) I ſhall conclude, Which AMoives, (as I 


told you before,) are 7s. D | 1, The 


JN, ; Arcd/aftly, i ſucha. 
Command, as does, not only enjyyn the Duty of Forgiveneſs, 


'F, The conſpderation of our ſelves, as liable- to the ſame. 
Tenptations, by which others are overtaken. And this, as 
 weare Mer, ought to prevail with us, to coxfidey our fallen 
Brethren, as thole betwixt whom and us, only the Grace of 
God, (not any. Prerogative, or pecnljar Power, or Vertue of 

our wx) hath put a Difference. 

1. Which Motive it concerns 'r\even the moſt Sprrituzl; fuck 
as are moſt eminently fo, by Office in the Church ; and though 
(as.l before intimated) it ought not to induce them to lay a- 
fide the pz&3@», or Rod of Corretionaltogether, where the 
Cale requires 1t 5 yet ought to prevail even with them,. not 
to- ule it, where it may without hazard of Souls, and Scandal 
tothe Church, be forbory: and when Necellity inforceth 
them to uſe it, to ſhew, as I told you before, by their 12ara- . 
gery thereof, that theic Daty, not their 7clination puts them 
upon it. For even they are obliged, (by the ſad Examples, 
both in Scripture, and too common Experience fer before 
them) to coxſider themſelves, as liable to: be Tempted, either 
with the ſame, or other, as foul Crimes as thole are, which 
they are to Cen/are.. | 

2. And the like uſe ought every Chriſtian in the Church to 
make of this 279t#ive, who either is, or thinks himſelf wore 


| 21.3, Spiritual, then others, whoſe Actions ſpeak them (in the Apo- 


ftles Phraſe) more Carnal, For to every ſuch Perſon, ina 
particular Apo#rophe, my Text ſpeaks, (conſider thy ſelf, leaff 
thou alſo be tempted.) Noah, and Lot, and David, and many 
other great S47z#s in Scripture,. are for this end ſet before the 
beſt of us,. as Examples for our Admonition ;, leſt, when we 
think'our ſelves to ſtand moſt ſecure, we be in like manner ex- 
dangerea to fall. t Cor. 10. 12. 

3- And moſt of all are thoſe concerned, to lay this 249tive 
to Heart, who, when any of their Brethren are expoſed ro 
Shame as Criminals, are moſt apt to vent their Spleen to- 
words them, in an unſavory ;»ſ#/ting Way ; and withal, to 
fatter themſelves in their own Eyes, and Yannt themſelves be- 
fore 0t/ers, (though they. be Carnal enough as to other Frairs 


of 


of the Fleſh) that they are- not ſuch Simners, as thoſe whom 
(with the Paublican, Luke 18. 15) they ſee beating their 
Breaſis, and begging Mercy of God, andthe Congregation to 
whichyet,would they coxfider themſetves, 35 our Apoſtle advil- 
eth, might eaſily find, that though they are not. open Adu/- 
terers, or Fornicators, yet poſſibly they are, ſecretly ſuch, or 
(if not ſo, neither yet) common Swearers, or Drunkards, or 
profane Scoffers at Religion : or,if they make a ſhew of ſome- 
thing like P:ety before the Wor/a, yet) poſſibly cheating Tra- 
aers, Exattors, Oppreſſors, Grinders of the Faces of the Poor ; 
Hereticks, or ſchiſmatical Dividers ofthe Church, and becauſe 
of thoſe Fices, deſerve a place among thoſe Penirents, whom 
they ſult over ; and may one Day with they had taken pare 
of their Pezance with them, rather than after, being highly 
eſteemed inthe Ezesof Men , tobeerternally az abomination to 

the Lord, Luke 16. 15. | 
2. The ſecend Motive here tendred to our Conſideration, 
is, that by treating offending Brethren, in order to their Re- 
covery with the Spirzr of Meekeſs, (and fo bearing their Bur- 
dens, by a compaſſionate Temyer towards them,) we AR 
as Chriſtians ; and (fulfil the Law of Chriſt ,) who hath herein 
placed a great part of that Bl/eſſedzeſs which his Religion 
Condudt us to, Matt. 5. 5. Hath commended it to us by 
his own Example; and made this a part of that eafie Yoke, 
which he lays on us, in order to our everlaſting Xeft, to /earr 
of him to be. meek and lowly in heart, Matt. 11. 28, 29, 30. 
And indeed, there is nothing, wherein his Zife was more 
eminently Exemplary, than in his Meekneſs towards penitent 
Offenders. And we may make a gueſs at his Temper toward 
ſuch, by his frequent Converſation, (in order to the Reclaim- 
ing them,) with" Pwb/icazs and Sinners, 1n oppoſition to the 
| ſowre Humor of the auſtere Phariſees, Matt. 9. 11, 12, 13. 
It. .19. By his Treatment of the woman, that Penitently 
waſhed his feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head, gc. Luke 7. 38,39. &%. And the other woman Ac- 
cuſed. of . Aavltery, John 8. 10, 11, &c. Who, though 
D 2 there 


there be no peculiar As of her Pexitence expreſſed; yer, it 
mult be ſuppoled, that our Seviowr ſaw that in her, which 
rendred her malleabie ts receive the /mpreſſions of that meek 
Diſmiſſion from him, with Afſurance of his Pardon, provided 
ſhe Sinned no more ; i.e. kkft her Lewd Courſe of Lite every 
way, and particularly preſerved her Cheftity Inviolate for the 
farurc, KD Ex 

If then, rhere be ſo much of the £pirit of Chriſtianity in this 
Spirit of Meekne(s, which the Apoſtle here recommends to us: 


the contrary Temper muſt neceſlarily, be. Hnchriftian, Mirae” 


as Inhumane, : 

And thus have I at length, diſpatched the words, as they 
relate to the Daty of thoſe who are not Criminal, toward ſuch 
as are ſo: to wit, the Reſtoring them with the Spirit of Meck- 
e's, ButI muſtnor, 1nthe cloleof this Diſcourſe, omitto 
touch ſomewhat on the Duty of Criminals themielves towards 
thoſe who endeavourto reſtore them, For the Dnty of ' the 
oxe ſort, will rationally follow from that of the other ; botlt 
asto0 the thing it ſelf to: be done, and the manner of doing it. 

 r. As tothe thing tobe done, if the ſpiriturl Brethren be 0- 
bliged to reſtore rhe fafen Ones, it is moſt highly reaſonable; 
. that they themſelves ſhould not be a-willizg, but rather rea- 
dily comply with their Endeavours, in-order to their own Re/ti- 
tation. For indeed, - Seif-love, is the meaſure by which all 
Love to our Neightonrs 1s to Feregulated, | 

And proportionably, here, Zove to himſelf in the wounded 
Patient, (in reaſon,) ought to Operate more ſtrongly on him 
fo deſire to be Cureds than Kindneſs, or Compaſſion, can Ope- 
ratc upon the Chyrurgeon, to beat the Pains, or Charge to 


Eurehim. And therefore, when any ones Conſcience Smites 


him for the moſt fecrer Sins, and he cannot: by his own En- 
deavours betwixzt God and his own Soul, recover his inward 
peace; it 15 certainly, his Duty, of himſelf, to opez his wound 
to fome skilful ſpirirnal Chirurgevn, and commit himſelf Ve- 
 Junrarily to his CondutF for his Cures and eſpecial] y, and be- 

fore all orher, to his- own Paſtor, who is over him in- the 
.Zard, 1Theſ, 5, 12, 14, And 


| ; And if Men's Sizs be kzaw2 to others, they are not tothiak. 
them/elbves Afﬀronted, if they be reproved by any of them; 

Jnuch leſs, mult they guarre/ them, for not being willing-tro _ 

ſffer Siz apen them; but rather take it as 4 Kindneſs, that the 

$r1hteons ſmites them, Plal. 141. 5. | 

' And /aft'y, if the Sin be Pulickly, and ſcandalouſly Notorious ; 

they ſhould be ready to nſec; all lawful ateans, yea, rather, 

kek out after#2e moſt proper Expedients, in order to the giving 

: [upublick Satisfaftion tothe offended Congregation ; and much 

11 Fnore, are they obliged-to comply with the /awfu! Diſcipline 
 Wefthe chrrch, and ſubmit to the 44erhods, which in this Caſe 

y Fe appointed for their Reff:#ution. 

tt For otherwiſe, they will 1ncur the deſperate Fa2ard of 

- En dening their Hearts, and Necks in Sin and endanger them- 

klves to be judicially hardned by God, till they be Deſtroyed 


7 
Js MWrithout Remedy ; according to the dreadful Threatnings, le- 
te Frelled againft ſuch 05/tinacy 1n Scripture, eſpecially, Pſal. 95. 
ir M8. Heb. 3. 15. and Pſa/. 81. 12. Prot. 28, 14, 29. 1 Fohn 


12, 4O. Rom. 2. 5&6 27 | 
2. Andastorhe mazrer of doing it ; there is 2s much Rea- 


ſn, why the Spirit of Meekneſs ſhould ſhew it ſelf in the fal- 
len Brethren as 1n thoſe, who undertake to Reſtore them, Yea, 
ndeed, much more ; becauſe (as in the Body, ſo in the Soul,) 
t Fany d:ſorderly Paſſion, is apt to Inflame a Wound, and render 
the Cure more Tedioms, and Hazardeny. 

Belides, in their Caſe, they have no appearance of Reaſon, 
to juſtifie them in the P2/ions of Anger, or Revenge. For who 
an think it Rational, tobe agry with another, for ſuch of- 
fees, as really,” and in due Eitimation, carry in them the 
greateſt, and moſt obliging Kindzeſſes; and ſuchare indeed, 
all 2;0w5. and charitable Attempts, to Reſcue a Man from Sin, 
| fend ze/thegreateſtEvils.yea,though the Artemprer,(through 
Haſte, and inconſiderate Zeal, ſhould be undecently rough, and 
forget his wonted Aecekneſs 5 yet his Love, in ifucha Caſe, 
in all reaſon, ſhould excuſe his Rudeneſs. And afterwards, 
to refletF on this, as deſerving a Revenge z is certainly, as un- 


reaſonable 


a Cs rn re ern = C 
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-. reaſonable, as it is toreturn Erz/ for Gvod, which: Datiideom:"* 
, plains of, asa moſt unaccountable Malice, Pfal. rog.4,$, 
_ Ang5s little colour of , Xea/on can ſuch Perſons have far Pride;' 
which another way4s wont to diſlodge Azeekneſs. For thang 
15 nothing more unrea{bnable, then 1or a defo: med Perſon," tx 
be lifted up with Opinion of his own Zeaaty5 and all Sin isx 
Deformity to the Seul, - For him, then, that 15 notoriouſly Ci. 
 miinal, to be Proud, and Impatiext tobe looked on, and trew! 
ted as he delerves, is ſo very unbecoming, that it ordinaril! 
gives the greateſt Tentation to others, | to-break the Ate« WW" 
ſures of Meekneſs towards him, and turns their Pity and Com 
paſſ.on into Scorn and Contempt, in the higheſt Degree. 
And his is the Daty, Lam, 4in the laſt place,) ro preſs upon 
you, that now appear as Pexitenfs, 1n this Congregation, It 
| 15 certainly, to be commended in you, that you have beeq 
| Lev. 26.47. willing tO accept of the Puniſhment, the Church in Chrifi*s Name, | 
| _* hath 16fliced on you for your 1ziquity. And 1 hope, it pro- 
.ceeds from an hearty defire to be reſtored to your integrity, by 
'Repentance z, and that the Confeſſions you are tomake before 
God and his: Church, will be accompanied with-a deep ſenſe 
. of true Sorrow, and brokenneſs of Heart, which may renderit 
.. 48 acceptable a ſacrifice to God, as David's was, Pſal. 51. 19. and 
- that none of you will play the Hypocrites with God, and his: 
Church, in profeſſing that exzwardly, which iwardly you do 
fiot feel, And indeed, according to your Szncerity herein, you 
are to expe&t God's Pardon, and according to the Evidene 
- you give thereof, by your meek and humble Demeanour, (joy 
ed with the.other circumſtantial Evidences of true Sorrow,xwhich 
. naturally attend'it where it is !o) you will be entitledto the IF®* 
: Churches allog 'And 1 muſt tell you, the Church will have the 
more reaſon to be ſatisfied herein, by.your' meek Submiſſion to 
thoſe Habits, and Riteriof Penitence, which the, in Conformis 
uy tatheancient Times, enjoyns you, of all which, (and they} 
_ - were very mary) our Church, (becauſe many of the reſt were 
_ abuſed by the Pop/bChuret, whenthey thoughrfit ro:makeY 
Pondives a Sicrament, Yhasrhought fit generally toretain-butF* 


two: 


Sw: that of thewhire Shree, and-742d, withwhich her Pex . | 


4; ſence are enjoyned. (if the Cr5mcs require it,) to appear, and 
ide, Wvbere they donot,ſhe hath liberty,eyen todiſpenſe with them. 
are WM That of the Sheer, is only exjoyned to you ; all the reſt 
| to icing admitted,only in their Courſe-worting-day apparrel,with 
ic a Mili 1459, or and, to acknowledge they juſtly deſerved the 
..\ od of D:ſcipline, ſhould be uted towards them. And the rea- 
oa Wi» of that Difference, isz(as Lſuppoſe)becau'e your Ofence ap- 
ily Wezring to your Eccleſiaſtical Fuages, accompanied with many. 
ec: Wrols and foul Circumſtances of wanton Dalliance, batwixt the 


ife of another Man, and you, allo, a married Perſon, gave a 
ruraalous Appearance, and notorious Caule of Su ſpicton *; attual 
liultery 5 from which Suſpicion the Defexces you made, did - 
16 Wot, (12 their Judgment) ſufficiently c/ear you 3)as you Confeſ- 


« F"»<2joyns you to acknowledge : whereas, the Crime of the 
Welt, was of an zaferiour Guilt, though very great too, accord- 


we, ; | 
0s Wig to the 4po/tles Aggravation of 1t, (1 Cor..6. 13. &c,) and 
by BY humbly offered themlelves to their Penance, before the 


urt had paſſed Fudgment upon them, in order thereunto. 

ve WY But: if they had required you all, to have appearean the like 

ie WmncnGarb;lknow no reaſon, why any of you ſhould have waves - 
,0n that Account. A courſe ſquare Sheet, without being Faſhi- 

wed, or Trimmed, being much of Kin to the Sack-cloath, which - 
tiently Penzrents, (whom God himſelf in a particular Cale, 

quired to preſent themſelves before him, without Ornaments, 


+ x0d. 33+ 4, 53 6;} appeared in, as many Scriptures witnels: 
a: $2 7,with this difference,that the o/dSack-cloarh was far rough- 
470d more pungent,as being made of A4ir,not F/1x,07 Hemp, 
be W5 ours is. This Imitation however, the Church thought fit to. 
ne Wrtain, rather than to leave Pexiterts, the choice of colonred, 
to Wd /aſbionable Garments, leaft even Penarce it telf, ſhould 1n 
i; Fine turn to an Offevt1tion of Pride in Apparel, through the af- 
'f ted Emulation of Perlons, vainly inclined to Singularity in 
re Ye Garb they Publickly appear in. ie Ce | 
re And for the whiteneſs in particular, of the Veſt, | am apt £0 


acFelicve, itmight owe it ſelf, to the Conformity, which the. 
| A Deſign 


6 LR 


_ 


 Defign of publich Penitence, beats ts that of Biytiſw. Hirbei 
(as the Evangeliſts call it)-the Bapriforof Repent ance for Thr, 
gitene(s of Sins, Mark 1. 4.” Lute 3,3. andthat,a Profeſſions 
Repentan:e, in order to the ſame end, the "reftorifig Penitent 
who had natoriouſly broken their Baptiſma/Vow;to theirs, 
[mal Eflate, and Capacity again': it 1s not to meimprobabh 
that the Cazdidates tor beth were enjoyined to appear- in th 
ſame Garb, wherein the oze ſort (by the'Teſtimony of all Ag 
tiquity) were admitted to that Ordrnance : from which Pra 
tile, the Domznica in Albis, which from the white '#e/tment 
wornby the Baptiſed, on that ſolemn Day eſpecially- appoin 
ed Anciently for the publick Adminiftration thereof, Gill | 
tains. with us,the Name of hite: ſunday. ES 
T his Dzgreſ/ion (if it be fo to be accounted) -on' this' Occ 
Gon, I thought fit to make, in order, if not to the SatisfaQia 
yet to the ſtopping ihe mouth of thoſe, who, (that they my 
diſcourage the Prafice of publick Penance, fo uſeful forth 
Souls of Pexitents themſclves,'and ſo conducible to the Greii 
of Chriſtianity,) have, inthis laft Age, endeavoured t&Ridial 
- It 3 and I hope, it may nor prove altogether unſucceſsful t 
the end intended. CR. | | 
; -And now; (to conclude my Appiication to you ; )remembi 
; wharI told you, that the ſincere Conformity inyour- Hearts, 
your outward Garb, 1n the Corfefions you are now to make4 
cording to your ſeveral Caſes, can only render you capable 
the benefit of that Abſolution, or Miniſterial Forgivent! 
.which in the cloſe of this 472, Tam impowered by t| 
Church togive you, (as the Apoſtle expreſlerh it, 2 Cor, 2.1 
.in the Perſoz of Chrift : for without 1t, it will be beſtowed a 
ly, clave errnate, (a5 the Schools ſpeak)upon miftaken Snbjed 
- and ſo. prove. not. only” 1neffe ual,” for you good, + bur al 
greatly Prejudicialto you, before him that {eaxcherb the Hes 
and trzeth the Reips, by the Addition of Ne Preſumpr icy, al 
— ofoul z1yporrifie to.your other Crimes ; WHKenGad6 
<Swe you Grace to-prevent. Amen. CID | 
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